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POUCHED AS INFO TO ALL CONSULATES IN CANADA 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ETEL, CA 

SUBJ: TELEVISION POLICY QUESTION 
REF: OTTAWA 4383 

1. FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF ARTICLE ENTITLED "BLACK-OUTS 
ORDERED ON BRODER STATIONS" PUBLISHED IN OTTAWA 
JOURNAL NOVEMBER 26: 

BEGIN TEXT. THE CANADIAN RADIO-TELEVISION COMMISSION 
TOOK ACTION TODAY TO SHEILD DOMESTIC TELEVISION STATIONS 
FROM GROWING COMPETITION WITH U.S. BORDER STATIONS. 

IN ITS NEW CABLE TELEVISION REGULATIONS, WHICH WILL 
COME INTO EFFECT APRIL 1, 1976, THE COMMISSION SAYS 
THAT CABLE COMPANIES MUST BLACK OUT U.S. PROGRAMS 
IF THE PROGRAM IS SIMULTANEOUSLY AVAILABLE ON LOCAL 
CHANNELS. 

THE BLACK-OUT APPLIES TO ALL CLASS A STATIONS-THOSE 
WITH MORE THAN 3,000 SUBSCRIBERS. A WRITTEN NOTICE 
OF THE PROGRAM DUPLICATION MUST BE GIVEN TO THE 
CABLE STATION INVOLVED AT LEAST ONE WEEK IN ADVANCE, 
WITH A COPY OF THE NOTICE SENT TO THE CRTC. 
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THE CRTC DEFINED THE IDENTICAL PROGRAMS AS ANYTHING 
95 PERCENT MORE MORE THAN SAME AS THOSE PVODIED BY THE 
LOCAL STATION. THIS WAS DONE BECAUSE AMERICAN 
PRIMETIME TELEVISION HAS TWO MINUTRES LESS PER HOUR OF 
COMMERCIAL TIME, THE CRTC SAID. 

'IF WE HAD SAID IDENTICAL PROGRAMS MEANT 100 PERCENT 
THE SAME, THE U.S. STATIONS WOULD HAVE BEEN EXEMPT 
BECAUSE OF THE TWO-MINUTES-PER-HOUR DIFFERENCE IN 
COMMERCIAL TIME,' A CRTC SPOKESMAN EXPLAINED. 

THE CRTC ANNOUNCEMENT CONTAINED FEW OTHER SURPRISES. 
END TEXT. 

2. EMBASSY PRESUMES REFERENCE TO CLASS A "STATIONS" 
SHOULD READ "CABLE SYSTEMS" AS TV STATIONS DO NOT HAVE 
SUBSCRIBERS. WE WILL OBTAIN TEXT OF CRTC DECISION 
AND COMMENT NEXT WEEK. IOHNSON 
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